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ABSTRACT

Global investment trends have undergone significant transformation due to
technological innovation, globalization, changing economic conditions, sustainability
initiatives, and evolving investor preferences. The increasing adoption of digital
financial platforms, artificial intelligence, environmental, social, and governance
(ESG) investing, renewable energy projects, and emerging market opportunities has
reshaped investment strategies worldwide. At the same time, factors such as inflation,
interest rate fluctuations, geopolitical tensions, and regulatory changes continue to
influence capital flows and investment decisions. Institutional and retail investors are
increasingly diversifying their portfolios across equities, bonds, real estate,
commodities, exchange-traded funds (ETFs), and alternative assets to manage risk
and maximize returns. This study examines recent global investment trends, identifies
the major factors driving investment behavior, and evaluates their impact on
economic growth, financial markets, and wealth creation. The findings provide
valuable insights for investors, policymakers, and financial institutions in
understanding emerging opportunities, addressing investment challenges, and
developing effective strategies for sustainable long-term financial performance in an

increasingly interconnected global economy.

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Global Investment Trends, also known as Global Investment Trends, is
simply the exchange of goods and services across international boundaries.

Global Investment Trends involves the export and import of goods and
services between international borders. Goods and services that enter into a country

for sale are called imports. Goods and services that leave a country for sale in another
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country are called exports. For example, a country may import wheat because it

doesn't have much arable land but export oil because it has oil in abundance.

The Global Investment Trends landscape has witnessed dramatic shifts over

the pastseveral decades. World trade has grown steadily since World War II, with

theexpansion accelerating over the past decade. Despite a post-crisis dip, thecurrent

level of world gross exports is almost three times that prevailing inthe 1950s. With the

exception of commodity price booms in the1970s and more recently in 2004-2008,

commodity trade accounted for adeclining share of this growth, with the share of non-

commodity trade risingto more than 20 percent of global gross domestic product

(GDP) in 2008.

The expansion in Global Investment Trends was characterized by three

important trends:

1.

11.

1il.

The rise of emerging market economies (EMEs) as systemically important
trading partners; the growing importance of regional trade; and the shift of
higher-technology exports toward dynamic EMEs.

Trade expansion was further associated with growing trade
interconnectedness. Not only has the number of systemically important
trading nations increased over time, their trade links have also multiplied.
A chief contributor is the growing role of global supply chains in overall
trade, facilitated by lower tariffs and technology-led declines in
transportation and communication costs. With vertical specialization,
production of certain goods is fragmented into several stages, with each
stage produced in the most cost-effective location or country. As a result,
goods cross borders several times before being transformed into final
products, further increasing trade interconnectedness. Outsourcing of
production stages from advanced “upstream” countries to neighboring
EMEs has also supported a shift in the technology content of exports

toward the latter.

OBJECTIVES

l.

To study the Role and Significance of Global Investment Trends

2. To study the recent trends in Global Investment Trends

3. Toanalyze the changes in the pattern of Global Investment Trends

RESEARCH METHDOLOGY
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This data has been collected from different sources like reference books, reports and

websites.
SCOPE OF THE STUDY:

This project represents the Role,Significance of Global Investment Trends and Recent

Trends in Global Investment Trends along with the Changes in the Pattern of Global

Investment Trends.

LIMITATIONS

This study contains only the Role, Significance of Global Investment Trends and its

recent trends.
CHAPTER SCHEME

This project comprises of four Chapters mainly as shown below:

1. Role and Significance and Growth of Global Investment Trends
2. Recent Trends in Global Investment Trends

3. Changing Patterns of Global Investment Trends

CHAPTER 2
ROLE OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT TRENDS

Global Investment Trends plays an important role in every country's economy.
The balance of trade, or the amount of imports versus exports, drives a country's
evaluation of its gross domestic product (GDP) and ultimately impacts the public's
perception of the health of the economy. More importantly, Global Investment Trends
opens up untapped markets for sellers and increases the home country's productivity
as workers are employed to make the goods to sell globally.

It is a common axiom in business that 95 percent of a company's potential
market is located overseas. A company that limits itself to sales generated within
domestic borders is missing out on the potential to grow the business exponentially.
From a business perspective, the role of Global Investment Trends is to maximize
profits for owners, the single most important mandate forcorporations and many other
types of businesses.

Governments consider the role of Global Investment Trends from a larger
perspective on the health of the economy. The ability of the business sector to

manufacture goods for export means that more of the country's workforce is
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employed, producing a larger amount of inventory. It also means that the country is in
a stronger position globally, as it is virtually exporting the country's values and
lifestyle along with its products. Every domestic product that takes off in a foreign
country makes it that much harder for the foreign country's government to risk
damaging trade relations in international negotiations on unrelated issues.

Gross domestic product, an economic indicator that monitors a country's level
of production, is impacted by Global Investment Trends. If a country imports more
than it exports, its GDP will likely decrease over time as the country becomes reliant
on imported goods and loses the ability to employ its own citizenry in the production
of goods the public wants to buy. The role of Global Investment Trends in the
economy is to find a balance between importing and exporting that keeps the
country's economy strong and its standard of living high.

Perhaps, the most important role of Global Investment Trends is to keep the
citizens of a country healthy and happy. Global Investment Trends provides all of the
goods and resources that a country cannot effectively produce itself. From making
coffee available in Alaska to providing wood products to desert countries, many
would be unhappy if they could only buy what their own country could produce. As
people are better able to communicate across the globe, it has become harder for
governments to convince the public that it should happily do without modern
conveniences that people in other countries enjoy. The unavailability of modern goods
over time has contributed to citizen uprisings in countries with governments that

attempted to cut the country off from the world.
SIGNIFICANCE OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT TRENDS

e The buying and selling of goods and services across national borders is known
as Global Investment Trends. Global Investment Trends is the backbone of our
modern, commercial world, as producers in various nations try to profit from
an expanded market, rather than be limited to selling within their own borders.
There are many reasons that trade cross national borders occurs, including
lower production costs in one region versus another, specialized industries,
lack or surplus of natural resources and consumer tastes.

e One of the most controversial components of Global Investment Trends today
is the lower production costs of "developing" nations. There is currently a

great deal of concern over jobs being taken away from the United States,
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member countries of the European Union and other "developed" nations as
countries such as China, Korea, India, Indonesia and others produce goods and
services at much lower costs. Both the United States and the European Union
have imposed severe restrictions on imports from Asian nations to try to stem
this tide. Clearly, a company that can pay its workers the equivalent of dollars
a day, as compared to dollars an hour, has a distinct selling advantage.
Nevertheless, American and European consumers are only too happy to lower
their costs of living by taking advantage of cheaper, imported goods.

e Even though many consumers prefer to buy less expensive goods, some
Global Investment Trends is fostered by a specialized industry that has
developed due to national talent and/or tradition. Swiss watches, for example,
will never be price-competitive with mass produced watches from Asia.
Regardless, there is a strong market among certain consumer groups for the
quality, endurance and even "snob appeal" that owning a Rolex, Patek-
Philippe or AudemarsPiguet offers. German cutlery, English bone China,
Scottish wool, fine French silks such as Hermes and other such products
always find their way onto the Global Investment Trends scene because
consumers in many parts of the world are willing to foster the importation of
these goods to satisfy their concept that certain countries are the best at
making certain goods.

e One of the biggest components of Global Investment Trends, both in terms of
volume and value of goods is oil. Total net oil imports in 2005 are over 26
million barrels per day (U.S. Energy Information Administration figures)
(Note: Imports include crude oil, natural gas liquids, and refined products.) At
a recent average of $50 per barrel, that translates to $1billion, three hundred
million, PER DAY. The natural resources of a handful of nations, most
notably the nations of OPEC, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries, are swept onto the Global Investment Trends scene in staggering
numbers each day, and consumer nations continue to absorb this flow. Other
natural resources contribute to the movement of Global Investment Trends,
but none to the extent of the oil trade. Diamonds from Africa, both for
industrial and jewelry use, wheat and other agricultural products from the

United States and Australia, coal and steel from Canada and Russia, all flow
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across borders from these nations that have the natural resources to the nations
that lack them.

Despite complaints about trade imbalances, effects on domestic economies,
currency upheavals, and loss of jobs, the reality of goods and services
continually crossing borders will not go away. Global Investment Trends will

continue to be the engine that runs most nations.

COMPANY PROFILE

S&P Capital IQ is a premier, web-based financial data, research, and analytics
platform used by top-tier investment banks, private equity firms, asset
managers, and corporate executives globally. It provides deep fundamental
data, quantitative research, and screening tools on public and private companies

globally.

e Founded: 1999 (Acquired by Standard & Poor’s / McGraw-Hill in
2004)

e Parent Company: S&P Global Inc.

e Global Headquarters: New York City, NY, USA

e Major India Presence: Hyderabad (HITEC City), Gurgaon, and
Ahmedabad. (S&P Global maintains a massive workforce in India, with
its Hyderabad offices acting as a critical hub for global data operations,
software development, and quantitative analysis for the Capital 1Q
platform).

e Industry: Financial Information Services / FinTech / Market Data

o Website: www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence

Key Executives (S&P Global)

e Douglas Peterson: President & Chief Executive Officer (CEO), S&P
Global
e Adam Kansler: President, S&P Global Market Intelligence
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History & Milestones

e 1999: Capital IQ was founded as an independent startup in New York
by a group of investment bankers and tech entrepreneurs aiming to build
a more accessible, web-based alternative to the expensive, hardware-
locked Bloomberg Terminal.

e 2004: In a highly strategic move, McGraw-Hill (which owned Standard
& Poor's) acquired Capital 1Q for approximately $200 Million.

e 2015: S&P acquired SNL Financial (a leading provider of sector-
specific data) and merged it with Capital IQ to form S&P Global
Market Intelligence, creating a data powerhouse.

e 2022: S&P Global completed a mega-merger with IHS Markit (valued
at $44 Billion), integrating massive amounts of alternative data, supply
chain metrics, and fixed-income analytics into the broader Capital 1Q
and Market Intelligence ecosystem.

Core Business Segments & Offerings

Capital IQ is renowned for its depth of data and user-friendly interface. Its core

verticals include:

1. The Capital 1Q Platform: A web-based portal providing
comprehensive financial statements, M&A transaction histories,
executive compensation, and ownership data for over 100,000 public
companies and millions of private companies.

2. Capital I1Q Office / Excel Plug-in: Widely considered the industry gold
standard for financial modeling. It allows investment bankers and
analysts to seamlessly pull live financial data, historical metrics, and
comps directly into Excel spreadsheets to build valuation models.

3. Data Feeds & API Integration: Delivering massive, raw datasets
directly into the proprietary software systems and cloud environments
(like Snowflake) of quantitative hedge funds and institutional investors.

4. Credit Analytics: Providing proprietary risk scoring and credit health

models for unrated private and public companies.
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Recent Financial Highlights (S&P Global Market Intelligence -
FY2025/2026 Estimates)

Because Capital 1Q is deeply integrated into S&P Global Market Intelligence,

its financials are reported at the division level.

ISSN No: 2250-3676

o Division Revenue: The Market Intelligence division generates
approximately $4.3 to $4.5 Billion USD annually (roughly ¥35,000 to
37,500 Crore).

e Parent Company Total Revenue: S&P Global Inc. as a whole
generates over $12.5 Billion USD (approx. X1.04 Lakh Crore)
annually, showcasing incredible profitability and highly recurring

subscription-based revenue (SaaS model).

The Rise of Private Markets Data: As fewer companies go public, global
capital has flooded into Private Equity and Venture Capital. The biggest
race among data providers today (like PitchBook vs. Capital 1Q) is who
can provide the most accurate revenue, valuation, and cap-table data on
unlisted, private companies.

Generative Al & NLP Integration: The industry is aggressively
deploying GenAl. Capital IQ and its competitors now feature Al assistants
that can read a 100-page corporate earnings transcript in seconds and
instantly summarize management sentiment, regulatory risks, and strategic
shifts.

Alternative Data: Investors no longer just want balance sheets. Data
platforms are acquiring companies that track satellite imagery of retail
parking lots, credit card transaction data, and global supply chain shipping
logs to predict a company's revenue before they even announce it.

The Shift from Terminals to APIs (Cloud Delivery): Quantitative funds
and Al-driven trading firms do not want a web interface; they want the raw
data. There is a massive industry shift toward selling data feeds directly via
cloud architectures (like AWS or Snowflake), allowing clients to feed S&P

data directly into their own algorithmic trading models.
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CHAPTER 4

CHANGING PATTERNS OF GLOBAL INVESTMENT TRENDS
A. The Diffusion of Key Players in Global Investment Trends

Emerging market economies have moved from peripheral players to
majorcenters of Global Investment Trends. In the early 1970s, trade was largely
confinedto a handful of advanced economies, notably the United States, Germany,and
Japan, which together accounted for more than a third of Global Investment Trends.

By 1990, the global trading landscape had become more diversified to include
severalEMEs, especially in East Asia. By 2010, China became the secondlargest
trading partner after the United States, overtaking Germany and Japan. China’s
emergence reflects its rapid industrialization and growing tradeopenness—trade was
57 percent of GDP in 2008 in China, almost triple theratio of the United
States.Growth in trade was strongest for Europe and Asia. The expansion in
globaltrade took place against growing regional concentration. The contribution of
high-technology andmedium-high-technology exports such as machinery and
transport equipmentincreased, whereas that of lower-technology products such as
textilesdeclined. = Technology-intensive  export  structures  generally  offer
betterprospects for future economic growth. Trade in high-technology productstends
to grow faster than average, and has larger spillover effects on skills andknowledge-
intensive activities. The process of technological absorption is not
passive but rather ‘“capability” driven and depends more on the national abilityto
harness and adapt technologies rather than on factor endowments.

In this setting, country-specific policies for technology learning andtechnology
import, including those aimed at attracting foreign directinvestment (FDI), can create
a comparative advantage between countries withotherwise similar endowments of
labor, capital, or skills.

The changes in global and regional trade patterns were driven first by trade

liberalization, then by vertical specialization and income convergence.

* Trade liberalization
A key factor has been the multilateral and bilateraltrade liberalization since
World War II, which resulted in a significantdecline in trade barriers. Among major

westernEuropean and North American countries, average tariffs fell from15 percent to
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4 percent during 1952-2005, with the bulk of this declineoccurring during the 1950s
and 1960s. Tariffs increased or remained very high until the 1980s inmany major
developing countries but have since come down sharply aswell.

CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

The Global Investment Trends landscape has changed over the past few decades.
This has lead to increased interconnectedness and strengthened trade spillover
channels. The expansion in Global Investment Trends has been supported by a
diffusion of key systematic players, both in size and in links. Not only the number of
key players has increased, but there has been a shift in their relative importance. The
relative importance has changed from large advanced economies such as Japan and
the United Kingdom to EMEs such as China and India. Importantly, China is now on
par with United States — ranking first in systematic importance not only in terms of
size but also in terms of significant bilateral trade relations. This has important
implications on trade spillovers as the sources of demand shift from advanced
countries to EME:s.

The growing role of global supply chains is associated with increased trade
interconnectedness. There is also strong interconnectedness between trade and
financial centers. These countries could be constitute a natural focus for risk based
surveillance on cross borders spillovers and contagion. The growing importance of
global supply chains further increases the international transmission of shocks,

including policy induced ones.
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